List of contributors

Editor

Professor Richard Kingsford is Professor of Environmental Science
and the Director of the Centre for Ecosystem Science, UNSW,
Australia. He has a background in freshwater science and conservation
biology. Richard has a great passion for the people and environments of
the Lake Eyre Basin, built up from involvement with both, stretching
back to the mid-1980s. He has served on many of the government

committees of the Lake Eyre Basin, including the Cooper Creek
Catchment Committee, the Community Advisory Committee, the
Lake Eyre Basin Scientific Advisory Panel and the Western Rivers
Advisory Panel.

Contributors

Professor Angela Arthington is Emeritus Professor in the Australian
Rivers Institute at Griffith University, Brisbane. Her main research
interests are fish ecology, the impacts of dams and flow regulation on
rivers, and the management of environmental flows to maintain the
ecological integrity of freshwater ecosystems. Angela is a member of
the Lake Eyre Basin Scientific Advisory Panel, and in 2013-14 was a
member of the Independent Expert Scientific Committee on Coal

Seam Gas and Large Coal Mining Development, Office of Water

Science.

Dr Stephen (Harry) Balcombe is a Research Fellow in the Australian
Rivers Institute at Griffith University. His research focus is largely
targeted towards understanding dynamics of fish populations in
lowland floodplain rivers, particularly in arid and semi-arid regions.
Research areas include fish trophic dynamics, recruitment patterns in
response to ecological drivers, determinants of body condition under

different environmental settings and the importance of floodplain—
river interactions for fish population persistence.

Downloaded from CSIRO with access from at 52'14'71>e1710 on Mar 12, 2025, 10:43 PM.
(c) CSIRO Publishing



List of contriburors

David Brook is a founding Director, a shareholder and the Chairman
of OBE Organic, a company exporting organic beef, since 1998. His
family settled on a property near Birdsville in the early 1900s, where he
has lived since 1947 on the floodplains of the Lake Eyre Basin. His
family now owns about 3 million ha of properties in the region around
Birdsville, including Adria Downs. In 2002, he received an Order of
Australia for his contribution to the community, local government and
the establishment of organic beef production. David has been active in
local government for over thirty years, and was elected as Mayor of the
Diamantina Shire (the second-largest shire in Queensland) for 13
consecutive years. He was also board member of the Australian
Stockman’s Hall of Fame, and in 2009 was elected to the position of
Chairman.

Dr Justin Costelloe from the University of Melbourne has worked on
the hydrology of rivers in the Lake Eyre Basin for the past 14 years. He
has studied many aspects of Lake Eyre Basin rivers, including
monitoring and modelling flow events, mapping flood patterns, and
studying interactions between the rivers and groundwater. He is
particularly interested in the spectacular boom—bust links between the
hydrology of the rivers and their ecological functions. Justin especially
enjoys collecting field data and secing these rivers and their landscapes
in their constantly changing moods.

Tom Crothers started his career in 1975 in Toowoomba as a Soil
Conservation Officer, working in natural resource management until
he was appointed in 2004 as a Regional Services Director of the
Queensland Department of Natural Resources. In 2006, he was
appointed as a senior executive of the department, as General Manager
of the Water Allocation and Planning Group. He supervised completion
of 11 Water Resource Plans and 12 Resource Operations Plans. He is
currently the Director of Stellar Advisory Services, providing specialist
services in the water planning and management, rural water policy and
water entitlements.
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Professor Chris Dickman is co-leader of the Desert Ecology Research
Group in the School of Life and Environmental Sciences at the
University of Sydney, and co-leader of the Desert Ecology Plot
Network, within the Long-term Ecological Research Network. Chris
has long been fascinated by patterns in biodiversity and what drives
them. He has worked in a wide range of Australian and overseas
environments, including forest, woodland, heathland, urban, alpine
and arid desert habitats, and on offshore islands.

Angus Emmott is a pastoralist and beef cattle producer, who lives in
the top end of the Queensland Channel Country, a major component
of the Lake Eyre Basin. He is highly regarded by the general public and
government, industry and science communities. He is a keen natural
historian with an acute interest in sustainable natural resource
management. He recently retired as the Independent Chair of the Lake
Eyre Basin Community Advisory Committee, representing pastoral,
community and natural resource management interests for 12 years.
He is currently a member of the Great Artesian Basin Coordinating
Committee and a member of the Australian Floodplain Association.
He strongly advocates improved protection of the Channel Country
rivers. In 2004, the University of Central Queensland awarded him an
honorary Master of Science degree for his exceptional work on arid
zone flora and fauna and for his involvement in natural resource
management. In 2017, he was awarded an Order of Australia for his
contribution to sustainability of the rivers of the Lake Eyre Basin.

Ed Fessey was born on Bullabellalie, a sheep and cattle station, which
straddles the Culgoa River, where he has lived for more than 50 years.
He took over running the station from his facher. Bullabellalie lies on
the Lower Balonne floodplain of the Condamine-Balonne in the
Murray—Darling Basin, an area of more than 1 million ha. Rivers are
essential for his livelihood and his environment. As a result, he has
been actively engaged in the planning and management of rivers in his
region, comprising the northern Murray—Darling Basin, for more than

a decade.
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Professor Arthur Georges is an ecologist and herpetologist in the
Institute for Applied Ecology in the University of Canberra whose
research interests lie in the evolution, ecology and systematics of
Australian reptiles. A fundamental interest in these fascinating animals
takes him into the field and the laboratory to learn more of their
biology and to apply what he has learned in solving contemporary
challenges for their conservation. Arthur has a broad interest in
fostering research that underpins decisions on the management of our
natural environment, but also a particular interest in turtles.

Scott Gorringe is a Mithaka man from far western Queensland. He
has lived his early life in the Channel Country, and regularly returns to
country with his family to visit and care for significant cultural areas.
Scott’s approach is founded on the belief that all groups of people have
the collective knowledge, values and ethics to provide solid foundations
from which to build. He believes the challenge is to reconnect with
self, others and environment. Scott has worked for Education
Queensland where he established mentoring and teacher induction
programs. He also worked for the University of Queensland, where his
role was a Learning Facilitator in leadership and facilitation, as well as
in the area of Native Title Services. As the Director of Murrimatters
Consulting, Scott now works nationally and internationally as a
consultant on educational leadership, governance and cultural change
management. He is passionate about bringing people together around
approaches to complex challenges.

Dr Aaron Greenville is a Post-doctoral Research Associate in the
Desert Ecology Research Group in the School of Life and
Environmental Sciences at the University of Sydney. He studies how
the environment influences species and how they relate to each other
in the food web.

Dr Fiorenzo Guarino is an ecologist and ecohydrologist in the
Institute for Applied Ecology in the University of Canberra. He has
research interests shared between rivers and how they function, and
turtle biology. Fiorenzo has worked in universities, government and
private industry throughout Australia, South America and Papua New
Guinea on rivers, creecks and waterholes. He is currently evaluating
hydrological aspects of the Commonwealth’s water buy-back program
in the Murray—Darling Basin.
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Garry Hall and his wife, Leanne, run a cattle property in the
Macquarie Marshes which depends on the Macquarie River, part of
the Murray—Darling Basin. His family has owned their property, The
Mole, for four generations, relying on the floods in the Macquarie
Marshes to produce beef cattle for the feedlot industry. Garry has lived
in the Marshes all his life and carries the striking childhood memory of
a Marshes much wetter than today. Dry periods have become more and
more frequent. The causes are clear, requiring Garry to become
increasingly engaged in how the river is managed. He is the current
Chair of the Macquarie Marshes Environmental Landholders
Association and is also a member of the Environmental Flows Reference
Group, which advises the New South Wales and Australian
governments about management of environmental flows to the

Macquarie Marshes.

Dr Adam Kerezsy is a freshwater ecologist based at Lake Cargelligo in
western New South Wales. His primary area of research interest is the
rivers and springs of central and inland Australia, and most particularly
western Queensland and western New South Wales. Adam is the
author of many peer-reviewed scientific papers and conference papers.
In 2011 his natural history book, Desert Fishing Lessons: Adventures in
Australia’s Rivers, was published by University of Western Australia
Publishing and in 2012 the book received a certificate of commendation
at the Whitley Awards as an outstanding publication on Australian
fauna. Adam is an Adjunct Research Fellow at Griffith University
(Queensland) and Charles Sturt University (New South Wales).

Bob Morrish lived in the natural landscapes of the Lake Eyre Basin in
Western Queensland for 38 years, mostly on a small pastoral holding
on Kyabra Creek south-east of Windorah, part of the Cooper Creek
Channel Country. Bob has long been entranced by the natural beauty
of the Channel Country, the deserts and the wetlands through to Lake
Eyre. For 19 years, he has been Chair of the Cooper’s Creek Protection
Group, a local group who remain committed to preserving the
landscapes, ecosystems and biodiversity of the unique Lake Eyre Basin.
Bob has qualifications from the University of Queensland in
psychophysiological research, but left the academic life to live in the
outback landscapes that are dear to his heart.
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Professor Mark Morrison is an economist and Associate Dean of
Research in the Faculty of Business, Justice and Behavioural Sciences
at Charles Sturt University. His research interest is in economics,
including non-market valuation, technology adoption, market-based
instruments, entreprencurship and regional development, and climate

change communications.

Dr Gavin Mudd is an Associate Professor in Environmental
Engineering within the School of Engineering at RMIT University.
He has expertise in the environmental sustainability of mining,
reflecting his research, which has shown the growing environmental
impacts of mining from declining ore grades, increasing mine wastes,
growing energy and water needs, and challenges in mine site
rehabilitation. He also assesses potential impacts of mining and gas
exploration and development on groundwater resources, as well as
public sustainability reporting by mining companies.

Vol Norris is Project Manager for Desert Channels Group in
Longreach, Queensland. He worked for 11 years as Lake Eyre Basin
Facilitator in Longreach, employed under the Lake Eyre Basin
Intergovernmental Agreement, working closely with the Lake Eyre
Basin Community Advisory Committee and Scientific Advisory Panel.
Vol has worked in group facilitation, remote Aboriginal natural
resource management, environmental management systems and
auditing, and water policy research. He is passionate about bringing
disparate groups of people together to find common ground and ways
of collaborating for better natural resource outcomes.

Leonie Nunn lives ~134 km south-west of Longreach on the property
Sunnyside in the Cooper Creek catchment. Sunnyside is a 40 000 ha
sheep and cattle property of red mulga country, channels, open
Mitchell grass flats and patches of gidgee scrub. She and her husband
run the property. She has worked as a teacher with primary school
children, including as a teaching principal. She spent her first few years
on a large cattle station near Birdsville in the Diamantina River
catchment. Her husband was head stockman on Durham Downs in
the Channel Country, the ‘jewel in the crown’ of ‘Cattle King’ Sidney
Kidman’s empire in the Lake Eyre Basin. They are passionate about the
importance of free-flowing rivers for the Lake Eyre Basin properties.
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Pop Petersen was born and raised on a sheep station, west of Longreach
in the Lake Eyre Basin in Queensland, where her mother taught her
and her six sisters through correspondence school. She then went to
boarding school for secondary education. She married Peter and helped
manage cattle and sheep properties in New South Wales, before
settling on Brenda Station on the Culgoa River in the Murray—Darling
Basin in 1979, living there for 27 years. She developed a deep
understanding and knowledge of the Culgoa River and its floods and
droughts, knowing not only that their livelihood depended on regular
flooding but also that they were custodians of a rich floodplain
environment.

Michelle Rodrigo has lived in Alice Springs, the largest town in the
Lake Eyre Basin, for 20 years. As Communications Officer with the
Lake Eyre Basin Intergovernmental Agreement for seven years, she had
the pleasure of collaborating with the Lake Eyre Basin community,
including the Community Advisory Committee and Scientific
Advisory Panel, on initiatives to broaden community awareness of the
Basin’s natural and cultural values and the work of the Lake Eyre Basin
Ministerial Forum. A background in natural resource management
brought her to central Australia in roles with Greening Australia,
Territory Natural Resource Management and the Australia
Government. Now a Program Manager with the Terrestrial Ecosystem
Research Network, she remains closely connected to the people and
landscapes of the Basin.

Colin Saltmere is an Indjalandji-Dhidhanu man, living and working
on his traditional country in north-west Queensland. He helped
establish the Myuma Group to manage his people’s not-for-profic
Aboriginal enterprise initiatives. He leads the ongoing development
and expansion of Indigenous civil construction, hospitality, catering,
labour hire, training, employment service and land management
businesses.
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Professor Poh-Ling Tan is the International Watercentre’s Professor
for Water Law and Governance, based in Griffith University, Brisbane.
Born in Kuala Lumpur, she has academic and professional legal
qualifications from both Malaysia and Australia. She serves as the
water governance expert on the Advisory Committee on Social,
Economic and Environmental Sciences, Murray—Darling Basin
Authority, and on the Water Expert Panel for the Queensland Minister
for Energy and Water Supply. Until 2014, she served on the Water
Resource Operations Plan Referral Panel set up under the Wazer Act
2000 (Qld) to make recommendations on issues arising from water
planning.

Professor Glenda Wardle is co-leader of the Desert Ecology Research
Group in the School of Life and Environmental Sciences at the
University of Sydney, New South Wales since 2006, and co-leader of
the Desert Ecology Plot Network within the Long-term Ecological
Research Network. Glenda studies the dynamics of populations,
species and ecological interactions, particularly for conservation and
management of deserts. She has spent the past 20 years unravelling
how plants and animals interact in the Simpson Desert of central
Australia.

Trevor Wright spent his childhood living in Boort in northern
Victoria. He now lives in the small town of William Creek in far north
of South Australia, 70 km west of Kati Thanda-Lake Eyre. He first
arrived here in the late 1980s and early 1990s, hoping to capitalise on
the small town’s proximity to Lake Eyre and the opportunities for
tourism. He was going to trial it for three months and now two decades
later he has a thriving tourism business. Trevor provides flight packages
for tourists over Lake Eyre, but also services tourists with
accommodation and the William Creek Hotel, which he now owns.
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